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On a high rocky hill used to stand castle Skaly. This castle was interesting in many ways. The castle´s disposition was very unusual. It used rocks as a main defensive fortification. The history of the castle Skaly was very short, only sixty years. During this short period of time the castle underwent many changes.  And the most interesting was the castle destruction. An archaeological research has been taking place there since 1997. This research is under the direction of Ludvík Belcredi, who is an important Czech archaeologist. This research totally changed our point of view of the castle. But first we must go through the history. 

The history of the castle 

The castle was built by Archleb from Stařechovice, who was a member of lords from the Kunštát family. The first mention of the castle is from the 1384, but the castle already stood in this year. Then the castle inhabited robbers, who terrorized their neighbourhood. It was a very difficult age for this couty.

 One of the descendants of the castle founder was closely related with the Hussites, so he invited them there. It was a very large troop of soldiers, but castle Skaly was quite small at this time. So the castle had to be extended. Hussites built the new, large forecastle, which served as a camp for the Hussite troop. Then they built the new ring of fortification around the whole castle. This fortification was very advanced and progressive, primarily intended for cannons. On the highest rock the new blade tower was built, which hindered the main castle gate. Beside the main gate the massive artillery bastion was built.  After this building activity the castle became an important foothold of Moravian Hussites. But this fact made the Moravian nobility very nervous, because lords of Moravian nobility were members of the Catholic Church and now they had the enemy right in the middle of their dominion. They had to act quickly, because it meant a great danger to their interests. So they invited the leader of the Hussites from the castle, Jan of Brezany, to a council, which took place in Polná in 1440 and offered him, that they would buy the castle from his hands. They offered him a large sum - 1500 threescores of groses. He had to vacate the castle for a quiet short time - only three weeks. The Moravian nobility promised him, that he gets twenty rack wagons to move his property from the castle. It was a very bargain offer, so he agreed. 
Jan of Brezany abided the whole contract. On Sunday, 31th July 1440 rack wagons really stood in front of castle and whole property was loaded, even the stove and sandstone window jambs. Then he received the whole amount, so he left the castle, but only with a part of the castle crew. And it is very important, because next day Ptáček of Pirkenštejn came there to take over the castle. And it was problem, because a great part of the castle crew was still there and they refused to leave the castle. 
But the Moravian nobility didn´t want to negotiate with anyone, so they decided to conquer the castle. Earlier opinion was, that the castle was successfully bought from the hands of robbers by the Moravian nobility and subsequently demolished.
The members of Moravian nobility were probably very angry, because they lost a lot of money.

The siege and destruction of the castle

The siege began on a low knoll, approximately 300 meters away from the castle. The attackers had a lot of artillery so they bombarded the front line of fortification from there. But defenders also had the cannons, which fired mostly of the front fortification. It was very effective defence, so attackers needed to destroy this part as soon as possible, so the whole front fortification was blasted to smithereens and then burned. Destruction of this fortification meant a big problem for defenders of the castle. At this moment, conquerors could move closer to the castle. They built three firing positions at the place of shattered and burned front defences and from these positions they could effectively bombard the forehead of the castle, gate and blade tower, which stood on rock above the gate. The gate was hardly bombarded from medium caliber cannons but the biggest hindrance for attackers was the blade tower, which was hardly destructible, thank to its blade edge, so they fired on it an enormous amount of cannonballs. But the castle still resisted. The east part of the castle´s forehead was quite problematic due to confusing terrain configuration, which blocked the view there, so the attackers could infiltrate to the wall quite easily. Then they undermined the wall, holes filled with gunpowder and blew up the whole east part of the wall. Way to the lower part of the castle was almost free. Just almost. When conquerors invaded to this part, they met with very stiff opposition. Defenders are still able to defend from the high wall, which divided the castle into two parts. Finally was this last obstacle overcome and the castle was conquer.
Then the castle was burned, walls were mined and substantiated by wooden construction and subsequently this construction was set on fire, so the walls were destroyed and it created a massive cave-in, which buried ruins of the castle.
 Archaeological research

Before the archaeological research the castle looked quite uninteresting, because his ruins were very modest. It was a big surprise, when Ludvík Belcredi shovelled away a drift of brash and revealed the ruins of the castle at a height of one storey! Belcredi found that the castle was much larger than we thought. He also found a large amount of military equipment, for example enormous number of cannon balls, which was in conflict with an old theory about peaceful destruction of the castle. Based on the findings, we can reconstruct the fight and earlier appearance of the castle.
It is interesting how we can be wrong. The old theory, considered for years to be correct, was completely wrong and we owe only archaeological research, that we can find the truth .
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